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There's an urgent need for service dogs, and
trainers are stepping up to the challenge.

ipa and barks boom through one of the busthing terminals at John

F. Kennedy International Alcport in Mew York, PLEL a S-year-odd
Helghan hMalinols, races towand a battened sulicase Tudkesd behind a
pow aff chalrs, But there 8 no need o pani PiEt b just godng
through her daily trakndng sewvlon of salifing oul unusual iems
“Go, Plit, ot exhorts her handler, Cfficer Kurt Heichel, an eight-year veteran of the Pon
Authority Police Department of New York and bew Jorsey
Withiln secomds. Ps ears twitch, her taill wags and then she s, She had detected the
seenl of explosives that Reichel planted In the luggage.”

“rrood @™ hollers Relchel, wossing Mo her rewsard, a rubdser @0y

Transpaort trabning: K-7 Willow and ownier parsmaadic Mary






The drive to play is what keeps service dogs like K-9 Air Buddy working, These

special dogs disregard whatever they are doing and go after any object the

trainer tossas,

IR Es e OF g e es) Wi Has 119
the PAPD arsenal. She and 140 ather
canines completed the agency's Inten-
sive 10sweek bomb- nnd drug-detection
training program, o March, they re
celved thetr diplomas

Bombe-sniiting dogs such as Piet arg
Invaluable tools for police depart
ety Lhe govermment and al [rorfs

and the public loves them

Meeting the Demand

Sinde the World Trade Center and
Fentagon tragedies, people have more
respect 1or these skilled canines. Thi
events of Sept. | |, 2000 intensified the
IIII|II'II'I.I.rIl'l.' [ I ™ l.|l|;..:'-. [y (x0T
rational salety, and federal guidelines
reguire all alrilne bags be checked or
explosives, OFfclals and trainers: sy
demand for bomb dogs Bas more than
{ripled

Search-and-rescue and cadpver ci

flries, sueh as the ones Chat scoured the

World Trade Center for the living and
RETE e,

prandes and Individuals are also request

are In high demancd. Cam

Ing trained service dogs. From the FAA

these trindned cantnes s crenting a shor-
Lave Kontny, head of the FAA'S
Petectlon Camne  Team
Program in yashiangton, L, soys thal
reglonal and municipal Taeilities are

i

Explosives

frcquirivag abaosut Bormbesmiifing ooes,

"The demand for bomb-sniffing
and pollce dogs has skyrocketed 1o ley-
els never seen belfore in history,” suys
Huss Hess, executive director of the LS
Follee Canine Assoclatlon I Spring-
bacares, Chlales,

“"Evervone s scrambling to get his
these canlnes. That has
resulted inoa major shortage of dogs

hands on

Fhere just aren’t enough dogs our there
o T

st Vincent Olva, comimander Gl
the PAPLYS K% unit, adds: “The dogps
are the number one line of defense,
arid that's become even more apparent

as the puablic at large has become more

sensitve and dward of patential secur-
ty rlsks since Sept, 11, The dogs are

keeping people safe, bottam Hne.”

Trainer Steve Phillips works with K-
Zilly, a 2-year-old famale German

"It's almost Impossible 1o keep a
bomb dog once we gel one tralned,”
AV Soott Mueller of The MNational K-9
Sehool for Dog Trabiiers In Columbus,
Chde: " We're getting many calls and e
matds phout our dogs and our handler
tradndng, " sayvs Mueller

Fhe nation’s adrports are the largest
employver of Bomb-detection canines,
These daogs snoill out unattended lug-
page and SUSPICIOUS Pad kages, scour Ler-
mnals alter bomb threats, search ol
plines and nse ground vehicles lelt ot
Lhie curb, The FAA taps America’s tap

dugs . tor  the explosives-detection

canine progriom, which began in 1972
iy the end of 2003, the FAA s
scheduled to increase (s crew to 415
dogs at the country's BO higgest alr
pores nton cost of an additional §5
ikl
2000 Aok at 40 Facilitles
FAA

tratning course to 11 weeks, ond (fs

LIy Kreanmd TES cuarrént horce ol
Lo meet the
requirements, the Clhiarieed les

Llasses now accormmaoddate T4 dogs

Breeding Special Dogs

Ihe PAA has launched n breeding
pregram ab s proamarcy center lor bomb
chog training at Lackland Alr Force Base
I San Antonio, Texas. The government
startedd the progrom with five Labradon

Retriever puppies, all gitts From Austradin
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Studying the Dogs of 9-11
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n thie first study of its kind, researchers are evaluating

the dogs involved in the search-and-recovery efiorts at

the Warld Trade Centar and the Pentagon to deter-

mine whether they suffered any lang-term health
aftects from toxing at the sites

The University af Pennsylvanin School af Veterinary
Medicine at Philadelphia and New York City's Animal
Medical Center are conducting two studies by manitaring
thie haalth of about 300 search-and-rescue dogs deployed

oy the Mew York City Police Department, the Federal

Emergency Managamant Agency and private owners.

The American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation
awarded two grants tataling §400,000 for the two- and-
thraa-year studias

Tracking tha canines’ health may provide knowledge to
pratect the dogs in future tragedies — and the dogs may
sarve as medical sentinels for future jlinessies.

"This s very Impertant because this kind of research
has naver been done bafore.” says Cynthia Otto, DVM
Ph.D., Associate Professor of Critical Care Vetarinary
Hospital at the University of Pennsylvania, who heads one
of the studies

The research rmonitors the service dog Servus, o
Belgian Malinois who nearly died atter debris lodged in his
throat and nose while searching for survivors a1 the World
Trade Canter. Another subject s Anps, a Gerrnan
Shepherd Dog who recovered a dozen bodies in 10 days
at Ground Zaro.

Last October, veterinarians diagnosed d-year-old Anna
with a bone infection in har apine. As a result, har body
was sore, she was lethargic snd at times unable to walk.
For 24 months, doctors treated Anna with antibiotics.
"Taday, sha is doing pretty wall," says her handler, Sarah
Atlas of Barrington, NLJ. But Sarah said she still gives Anna
aspirin with Maalox whenever Anna Is sore.

“For a long time, she wasn't doing well, but naw sha's

so much better,” says Atlas. "She's a very special dog,”
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Lynn Jackson of Bradford, Pa., and K-9 Jett, a mixed breed, check a car for
explosives while trainer Steve Phillips looks on.

tremendous right now, and [t's only

demand for the dogs I8

polng to got blgeer, " says Kontny, "lts
just really hard to find enough quall
(ied bomb dogs. That's why we have
it tiated our breeding program,”
Kontny says the government had
planned to expand the program belore
the e¢vents of Sept. 11. The agency
spends about $A0,000 a year per daog to
runt bty K-2 units, This Includes food,
veterinary care and o subsidy for the

Myers, VM

vssoclate Prolessor, Aniltomy, Physio:

dog’s  handler, Larry
logy and Pharmacology and researche
at Auburn |
Ala., and an FAA consultant
fncluding the military,
will

Aubarn,

Savs the

MIVErsLEy In

Havernmen!
Department of Energy and FAA
doubile thie 8,000 bomb dogy it curment
L1 |'||||||-|'-.". by the el of 2EHES,

Pespite millions of clollars spent on
ligh-tech  explosive-detecting  ma
chines, canlnes remaln the maost pow-
erful, maost sought-after and maost cost-
efhectivie toal [of Investigiting RISTRRLE
With
noses, these blological detection sys

threats thelr super-sensitive
tems can find trace amounts ol explo-
gives in minutes, “Theyv're the number
one weapon nodetecting explosives

and drugs, and searching (or bodies,”
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Lafollette of Lafollette K9
raining Center in Springfield, Mo

it Riy

"They're far

machine or person, and they're very
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mablle, A dog's nose |5 the maost sensi-

Hve piece of equlpment i
dop™ nose 15 one million times mig
sensitive thion a Rumarn s o8¢
Ippetruetors usually select Belsi
Mallnols or German Shepherd [
lavio il

ol g

[Gr training because they

innate hunting drive and
patrolling, tr flng and detecting exps
sives and drugs. But tradned Maling
and German Shepherd [ogs are Scims
and thelr price has skyrocketed ""-"-I*
trained German Shepherd Dogs o8
bring as much as $20,000,7 says Mg

[ hero 14 plso n shortaee ol L riing
Labrador Retrlevers and Golden d
trleviers — two breeds trained for bog
sniffing. This shorlage has promps
the use of breeds loss sulted to the G
wihich are M8

by Intelllgent arnd tralnable, but are

guich as Border Collies,

uradly cattle and sheep herding dogss

Selecting Power Dogs

fecause ol the shortage, thi I-'IIIII
States 15 getting most oF 1S dogs (e
Europe. Training to becomae o ETRTLRI
drug-snifting dog beging nt 1 or 2 yil
of age. Before a dop undergoes §
course, tralners test it for personas
Ideal candnes 8

playiul angd peaple-fri ndly, and b

ind temperament

igh energy levels and superb stamig

Trainer Stave Phillips and Mary MacQueen of Kinzua Search Dogs, Inc, in
Frewsburg, N.Y., work with K-2 Buddy, a male Golden Retriever.

y Bl EMUBEER 208



